Perthshire Society of Natural Science Risk Assessment for Excursions

2010

PSNS Section(s)

Organiser(s)

Destination(s)

Date of visit

Risk assessed by

Signed

Date

Hazard Risk | Response

Isolation A remote place Take mobile phones?
where help might not be First Aider in group?
available in an emergency. First Aid kit?

Arrange to call in on safe return?
Other?

Access A long walk or difficult
terrain

Warn all members?
Ensure adequate footwear?

Other?
Heights Cliffs, pits or other Warn all members?
drops which could cause a Keep to paths?

dangerous fall.

Avoid certain areas?
Special equipment?

Other?
Water Deep, tidal or fast- Warn all members?
moving water which could Keep to paths?

cause drowning.

Avoid certain areas?
Special equipment?
Other?

Weather Site dangerously
exposed to bad weather.

Warn all members?
Adequate clothing?
Bring food and drink?
Shelter nearby?
Shelter in vehicles?
Other?

Sun Risk of sunburn or heat
exhaustion

Warn all members?
Adequate clothing?
Bring water?

Bring sunscreen lotion?
Other?

Dangerous or unstable
structures Buildings,
monuments, tombstones, which
could collapse and cause injury.

Warn all members?
Avoid certain areas?
Special equipment?
Other?

Animals Dangerous livestock,
eg a bull? Poisonous snakes, ie
adders?

Check with farmer?
Avoid certain areas?

Plan emergency exit route?
Other?

Explosives Former or current
MOD training area.

Check access rules?
‘Warn all members?
Other?

Medical The site could
aggravate medical problems, eg
asthma, heart disease, arthritis,
insect allergies...

Warn all members?
Discuss risks with affected members?
Other?

Other Add as required

Continue overleaf

Registered Scottish Charity No SCO12718



Hazard Add as required Risk | Response

Definitions
‘Hazard’ Something that might cause a danger.
‘Risk’ A combination of ‘how likely to happen’ and ‘how serious if it does’.

On a scale of 0 to 3, where 0 = no risk, 1 = low, 2 = medium, 3 = high risk.

‘Response’ What will you do to control the risk?

Write or type Y or N after suggested responses where appropriate.
Write or type in other responses where required.

General

A PSNS member must be responsible for organising a PSNS or Section excursion, even if an
external specialist will be guiding the party on site.

All excursions should carry at least one mobile phone and a basic first aid kit.

Members and Guests should note that they attend excursions at their own risk.

Notes

Assessment of risk is always subjective. Don’t worry about this. The important thing is that you
have thought about the risks, and made an assessment which is reasonable. It doesn’t have to be
infallible.

It is not necessary to reduce every risk to zero. The important thing is to take reasonable and
practical precautions, and to record that you have done so.

On the other hand, if your risk assessment shows that your excursion is going to be a death trap,
think hard about whether it should go ahead!

Please fill in this checklist well in advance of any excursion. It can help to prevent accidents, and
is also a requirement for insurance purposes.

Send a paper copy of the completed checklist to Rhoda Fothergill, 16 Pitheavlis Terrace, Perth
PH2 0JZ, before the excursion.

Advise all participants and organisers of your findings before the excursion.

Take a copy with you on the excursion, and keep it afterwards in your Section records.

Comments

This form has been kept as short and simple as possible, with hazards and responses grouped
under broad headings. It is not possible to spell out every eventuality in detail.

However, this form will be reviewed by Council at the end of the Summer outing programme.
Please advise the PSNS Secretary in writing of any errors, omissions, ambiguities, suggestions or
comments.
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