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1. Kingoodie shore and Quarry  Wednesday, 19th April 

Being easily accessible, the area is already well recorded botanically, so this report focuses on 
new or particularly opportune observations. More complete compilations are held in the BSBI 
Distributional Database under monad NO3329. Eight of us assembled on Shore Road at the 
grassy square behind the bus stop, where our seaward outlook was dominated by the 
contentiously-situated house under construction on the former quarry pier; its approach now 
levelled over with imported topsoil and compost, awaiting the resurgence of underlying weeds 
and whatever adventitious and cultivated plants ensue. Ian Ford, resident nearby, informed us 
that it is proposed to extend the sea-wall farther upriver, following anxieties expressed by locals 
about tidal surges.  
Moving westward along the stony shore of the Inner Tay Estuary SSSI, fortuitously well exposed 
at low spring tide, the group checked the expected range of characteristic maritime herbs; 
Cochlearia officinalis (Common Scurvy-grass) appeared to be a new adventive for the records. 
Not surprisingly, the adjacent roadside verge also had some salt-tolerant plants, including 
C. danica (Danish Scurvy-grass), also not previously recorded here.  
Though very exposed to winds, the moderating influence of coastal low altitude and southerly 
aspect evidently allows some plants to develop early hereabouts. By the sea-wall a few herbs 
were even found in flower, particularly some Taraxacum agg. (Dandelion ‘allsorts’), so their 
species-diagnosing characteristics were considered. Any disdain from lawn-monoculturalists 
should be countered by putting the case for biodiversity, noting how environmentally vital and 
well-integrated such early-flowering wild species are: appreciated by, first, nectar- and pollen-
seeking insects, then, in succession, by seed-eating birds and a host of herbivorous creatures.  
Farther west, the road veers inland from the beds of Phragmites australis (Canary Reed), and on 
the banks of the road verge we recorded a few plants likely to have originated from adjacent 
gardens, e.g. Erysimum spp. (Wallflowers), proliferating on a low cliff of crumbling red 
sandstone, definitely displaying some un-wild, horticulturally attractive, dark-red hues.  
Leaving the exposed shoreline, we proceeded through the pedestrian tunnel under the railway, 
into the old quarry area. This is now densely-filled with mixed woodland. Most older trees are 
thought to have been planted in the 1980s; now, self-seeded saplings and lower shrubs are 
mixing in adventitiously. Only a few herbs are capable of taking advantage of wintertime relief 
from heavy shade; pursuing the taraxacological theme, we identified another novelty, Taraxacum 
atactum (Narrow-bracted Dandelion). As Martin’s photo below shows, T. atactum is 
distinguished from other members of section Hamata (Hook-lobed Dandelions) by its leaves 
having elongated, sometimes notched, end lobes, conceivably an advantageous adaptation for 
gathering photons in shady habitats; whereas more finely-dissected leaves characterise species of 
brighter conditions. 

An area of greater interest for its low herbs is found higher up above the flooded parts, in very 
thin soil on exposed, southward-sloping, mudstone and sandstone strata. Clearly, the challenge to 
vegetation here is intense sunlight and rapid drainage; but, for some specialists, sufficiently 
compensated by flushing from underground sources. Lifestyles coping best were various: rapid-
growing and -seeding annuals typified by Erophila verna (Spring Whitlowgrass); tough, low-
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spreading perennials like Trifolium spp. (Clovers); and those tap-rooted masters of deep, strata-
penetrating persistence – some Taraxacum section Erythrosperma (Red-seeded Dandelions). 
T. brachyglossum and T. argutum (Purple-bracted and Sharp-toothed Dandelions), appearing 
here together, are supposedly closely related: sexually facultative diploids and autogamously 
apomictic triploids, respectively; distinguishable during sunny spells by whether they spread 
their short ligules wide open to display exserted styles, darkly discoloured, with adherent yellow 
pollen; or barely attempt a brief and barren little, funnel-shaped, yellow gawp edged with reddish 
ligule back-stripes.  

 

Members of the group went their separate ways as the sun set over the Firth, resolving to return 
before long to check on developments in this charming spot.  
Actually, Ian and I, living nearby, couldn’t resist a chance the following morning, when, in 
windless sunshine, we found the Dandelions in full bloom, attracting bees and butterflies. 
However, even in the quarry’s sheltered mid-morning heat the smallest taxon was still barely 
opening. That, the absence of pollen, and ‘clocks’ with red-brown achenes (seed-coats), 
diagnosed T. argutum (Sharp-toothed Dandelion).  
Having studied a previously contentious grass more closely, I agree with Martin Robinson that it 
is not a Molinia spp., as I had suggested, but a Festuca; mainly distinguished by the bristled 
hairy awns. One particularly misleading large tussock, with purple panicles and flatter leaves, is 
surrounded by smaller clumps with leaves tightly inrolled; so, I would now be inclined to assign 
their appropriate epithet somewhere on the F. ovina side of rubra. 

Les Tucker  

2. Abernethy Glen and village  Saturday, 29th April 

Following last year’s successful joint meeting of the Botanical Society of Scotland and 
Perthshire Society of Natural Science in Perth, we were fortunate again to be guided by David 
Chamberlain in our identification of bryophytes. The aim of the meeting was two-fold; to record 

(R) Taraxacum argutum (Sharp-toothed 
Dandelion) Kingoodie Quarry, 20 April 2017  
© Les Tucker 

(L)  Taraxacum atactum (Narrow-bracted Dandelion), 
Kingoodie Quarry, 20 April 2017  
© Martin Robinson 
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for the Urban Flora of Scotland project, and to identify and record bryophytes. Brian Ballinger 
kept us right on the geographic extent of what he considers ‘urban’ and David marked the 
records of bryophytes he considers urban from the locality of NO 1916. Recording in NO 1915 
and NO 1815 were in rural settings and an abandoned quarry. 
Ten of us gathered on the urban fringe of Abernethy; Brian recorded some vascular plants, but 
attention soon turned to bryophytes. A garden appeared to offer interesting possibilities as its 
gravelly nature supported patches of different bryophytes. After having attracted the attention of 
a neighbour we asked if we could have a look in the garden. We were invited in and found a few 
common species. These included Polytrichum juniperinum (Juniper Haircap) with its spiky 
shoots and Funaria hygrometrica (Common Cord-moss) with its usual fertile display of many 
setae (stalks) attached to large capsules, bent over at the ends and looking like rustic walking 
sticks. 

 
Exploring a bryophyte flora on the fringe of Abernethy, 29 April 2017  

© Brian Ballinger 

Our exploration moved to disturbed ground next to garages. The silvery shoots of Bryum 
argenteum (Silver-moss) attracted attention and neat cushions of Grimmia pulvinata (Grey-
cushioned Grimmia) packed with leaves ending in silvery hairs. The setae and capsules of this moss 
spread and curve downwards as if trying to bury into the leaves. 

Other neat little cushion formers included Tortula muralis (Wall Screw-moss) and T. truncata 
(Common Pottia). The first has long silvery hairs at the tips of the leaves; the capsules of the 
second are goblet-shaped following dispersal of the spores, preceded by the loss of capsule lids 
and protective calyptrae (caps). 

Spore dispersal is controlled by the peristome in most moss species, an arrangement of teeth-like 
projections covering the exposed capsule opening. The peristome is sensitive to changes in 
humidity and opens when the spores are ripe and the air is dry. The distinctive twisted peristome 
of Barbula unguiculata (Bird’s-claw Beard-moss) was visible under a hand-lens. 

David pointed to the drum-skin like arrangement of Atrichum undulatum (Common Smoothcap) 
which holds the peristome teeth together in the centre to form a pepper-pot type arrangement for 
spore dispersal around the edge of the capsule. This large moss with horizontal undulations on its 
leaves was encountered throughout the day. 
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These are acrocarp mosses with capsules arising from erect shoots. Pleurocarps produces shoots 
that are strongly horizontal and capsules arise from the spreading shoots. A common pleurocarp 
is Brachythecium rutabulum (Rough-stalked Feather-moss) which has a bright red, roughened 
seta, a character visible under a hand-lens. The deep green foliage of this moss contrasts strongly 
with the olive-green colour of B. albicans (Whitish Feather-moss) which has paler shoot tips. 
Calliergonella cuspidata (Pointed Spear-moss) looked a little out of place on dried out soil. The 
leaves at the shoot apices are rolled tightly together to form points: the stems of the shoots are 
red; both are diagnostic characters. 

Three similar looking pleurocarps have been included in the genus Eurhynchium and are treated 
separately now. E. striatum (Common Striated Feather-moss) has stem and branch leaves of a 
similar size with longitudinal pleats. Oxyrrhynchium hians (Swartz’s Feather-moss) is similar 
except the leaves have no pleats and are shinier. Kindbergia praelonga (Common Feather-moss) 
has stem leaves much larger than branch leaves. The first and last were in urban habitats and the 
third in the quarry south of the village.  

Moving from the disturbed soil debris around the garages we explored a mortared wall beside an 
old lane. Amblystegium serpens (Creeping Feather-moss) was one of the pleurocarp 
representatives, which has narrow shoots and curved capsules on red setae. Spreading on the face 
of the wall was Homalothecium sericeum (Silky wall Feather-moss) with its shining, long-
pointed leaves in tones of green and brown. This was encountered later on the bark of a tree and 
purely green. 

The damp surroundings of the burn at the end of the lane provided Brachythecium rivulare 
(River Feather-moss); its basal leaf angles are decurrent on the stem. The flattened shoots of 
Platyhypnidium (Rhynchostegium) riparioides (Long-beaked Water Feather-moss) were 
immersed in the burn. Thamnobryum alopecurum (Fox-tail Feather-moss) produces creeping 
stems beside water that give rise to aerial stems with a single layer of appressed leaves, but the 
stems are much branched and leafy above and collectively appear like a forest in miniature. 

The quarry provided a range of pleurocarps: Isothecium myosuroides (Slender Mouse-tail Moss) 
growing on tree bark; the curly shoots of this moss have leaves with protracted, acute tips. By 
contrast, I. alopecuroides (Larger Mouse-tail Moss) has leaves with abrupt, obtuse tips.  

Brachythecium (Sciuro-hypnum) populeum (Matted Feather-moss) grows in the soil below the 
quarry face. In this moss the leaf has a long tapered apex and nerve extending to the tip. 
Plagiothecium succulentum (Juicy Silk-moss) sharing the same habitat has flattened shoots. 
Sanionia uncinata (Sickle-leaved Hook-moss) was a charming addition; its leaves are tightly 
curled into a series of loops under spreading shoots. 

Quarry faces can be rich in Fissidens, but the rock was not as basic and wet as expected. 
However, it did provide Fissidens adianthoides (Maidenhair Pocket-moss). To make up 
numbers, F. taxifolius (Great Pocket-moss) had been recorded on the lime-mortar wall and 
F. bryoides (Lesser Pocket-moss) was recorded later on a bank of soil under trees. The latter has 
bordered leaf margins unlike the two larger species and of these two, F. adianthoides has 
relatively large irregular teeth at the leaf apex and 3–4 rows of paler cells on the leaf margins. 

There was a good range of commoner mosses for comparison in and beyond the quarry. Three 
Rhytidiadelphus species were on display, each has red stems: R. squarrosus (Springy Turf-moss) 
with erect shoots and reflexed leaves at the tips; R. triquetrus (Big Shaggy-moss) a robust 
species with spreading, broadly triangular leaves and R. loreus (Little Shaggy-moss) more 
sprawling, with smaller, narrowly triangular curved leaves. 

Pleurozium schreberi (Red-stemmed Feather-moss) has red stems too, but its form is simpler. 
When wet and fresh the stems of Hylocomium splendens (Glittering Wood-moss) are red too, but 
dull on ageing and drying. Its shoots are similar to Thuidium tamariscinum (Common Tamarisk-
moss) but Thuidium has much smaller leaves, which are packed tightly together on more pinnate 
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shoots. A member of this bryophyte flora is Dicranum scoparium (Broom Fork-moss) a robust 
acrocarp which produces colourful setae in late spring, yellow above and red below. 

Margaret Chapman and Alison Davies made an exciting find of Cryphaea heteromalla (Lateral 
Cryphaea) on Elder (Sambucus nigra). This is a smallish pleurocarp with the shoot of the main 
axis curving downwards with secondary shoots spreading below and sessile capsules among 
them. Margaret and Alison were amused to see a hand-lens applied to a field guide. Its use was 
to see a distribution map more clearly, as few records were showing for the east coast of 
Scotland north of the Forth. David explained this species is expanding its range, because it is 
recovering from previous losses. The Atlas of British and Irish Bryophytes puts this down to 
reduction in atmospheric SO2. The strongly southern distribution in Britain, presence throughout 
Ireland and scattered records up the west coast of Scotland must reflect its ‘Submediterranean-
Subatlantic’ distribution. 

David pointed to the neutral pH of Elder bark making its surface suitable for colonisation by 
different species. Here and on trees we found a number of epiphytes. Four members of the genus 
Orthotrichum were recorded: O. affine (Wood Bristle-moss) forms small loose patches on bark, 
the capsules are persistent for some time after spore release and are distinctly furrowed. By 
contrast the capsules of O. striatum (Shaw’s Bristle-moss) are smooth and O. diaphanum 
(White-tipped Bristle-moss) has leaves tipped with white hairs. O. pulchellum (Elegant Bristle-
moss) forms neat cushions and although the capsule is a little shorter than other species, the seta 
is proportionately longer which holds the capsule a little higher than the leaves. Its calyptra is 
furrowed and at the bottom of each furrow is a small orange-reddish patch. 

We encountered two species of a genus with similar habit, Ulota crispa (Crisped Pincushion) 
and U. bruchii (Bruch’s Pincushion) which form cushions on bark like many Orthotrichum 
species. The noticeable differences with Orthotrichum are the longer seta and longer, narrow 
capsule held well above the leaves when mature. The capsule is ribbed, reaching into the end of 
the seta and the calyptra has many spreading-erect erect hairs. In U. crispa the capsule has 
parallel sides and is slightly constricted below its opening; the capsule of U. bruchii curves 
slightly outwards to the middle and tapers slightly to the mouth. Patches are worth a second look 
to check on the species present. 
Two other epiphytes were recorded, of similar habit in some respects to the other two groups, but 
epiphytes on walls and rock: Schistidium apocarpum (Sessile Grimmia) and S. crassipilum 
(Thickpoint Grimmia). S. apocarpum has leaves with short white hair points and a remarkable, 
bright red peristome with spreading teeth after the spores have been shed. S. crassipilum has 
longer white hair tips and the capsules are partially hidden by the leaves.  
Tree epiphytes included two Metzgeria species and other liverworts. M. furcata (Forked 
Veilwort) grows as patches on the boles of trees, formed from small, yellowish-green, strap-like 
thalli that divide at the tips into Y-shaped projections. The thalli lie flat and their mid-ribs are 
prominent. The margins of M. violacea (Blueish Veilwort) are rolled under and the tips of the 
Y-shaped thalli bear many gemmae (vegetative propagules). Colour as names suggest is not 
obvious; the synonym M. fruticulosa is more descriptive. 
Radula complanata (Even Scalewort) looks similar from a distance, but its shoots are formed 
from a series of small, overlapping leaves like scales. Antheridia are frequent within pouch-like 
bracts from which four-valved spent capsules hang on short stalks.  
Frullania dilatata (Dilated Scalewort) is one of two similar species that form reddish-brown 
spreading patches on the boles of trees. Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) is a favoured species and there 
is a strong contrast with its pale bark. This liverwort has a scale-like growth pattern and can 
withstand considerable exposure. 

By contrast Porella cordaeana (Cliff Scalewort) was found in moist conditions under trees by 
the Ballo Burn. Its growth form is also scale-like and is dark green in colour. On the final stretch 
of the burn we found Plagiochila porelloides (Lesser Featherwort). Its leaves are inserted closely 
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together and alternately in a row on each side of a thickish stem that protrudes outwards. The 
leaf margin is entire, but has very small teeth, smaller than other members of the genus have. 

The favourite liverwort of the day was Ptilidium ciliare (Ciliated Fringewort) growing with other 
vegetation on the quarry floor. This liverwort has translucent, red scale-like leaves fringed with 
fine projections that provide an attractive display. 

In all, we recorded 69 taxa, in a range of habitats, which provided an excellent lesson on the 
identification of bryophytes and whetted our bryological appetites for more. 

Alistair Godfrey & David Chamberlain 

3. Friar’s Den, Scone Palace  Monday, 8th May 

Friar’s Den is tucked away (no pun intended) outside the Palace on the course of the Catmoor 
Burn. “Scone Abbey most probably stood south of Scone Palace, towards Friars Den” 
(https://canmore.org.uk/site/28192/scone-abbey). 

A day was spent exploring the Den with three gardeners from Scone Palace. The background 
flora of the Den is ancient semi-natural woodland. Woodland is indicated at this location on the 
map of James Stobie, published in 1783 (http://maps.nls.uk/view/74400316). 
105 different plants were recorded, excluding recently-planted trees and shrubs, but including 
longer-established trees and shrubs, either planted or arising through natural regeneration. Buxus 
sempervirens (Box) is a perennial favourite in policy woodland planting and may assume a 
modest size if not pruned.  
Thirteen Ancient Woodland Indicators (AWI) were recorded: Allium ursinum (Ramsons), 
Brachypodium sylvaticum (False-brome), Carex remota (Remote Sedge), Chrysosplenium 
oppositifolium (Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage), Circaea lutetiana (Enchanter’s-nightshade), 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta (Bluebell), Mercurialis perennis (Dog’s Mercury), Moehringia 
trinervia (Three-nerved Sandwort), Potentilla sterilis (Barren Strawberry), Primula vulgaris 
(Primrose), Scrophularia nodosa (Common Figwort), and Veronica montana (Wood Speedwell). 
The AWI list was compiled by Carol Crawford in an influential paper that can be downloaded 
from the internet (RSFS Scottish Forestry Vol. 63, No. 1 2009, 
www.carollcrawford.com/media/d92322d0c68f9a67ffff832cd4355564.pdf). 

The most distinguished member to be found was Paris quadrifolia (Herb-paris), a great surprise 
and delight. Sunlight through the woodland glades brought out Anthocharis cardamines 
(Orange-tip) to sip nectar from Ramsons. Butterflies and plants were caught admirably by one of 
our members, Alison Martin.  

  
(L)  Paris quadrifolia (Herb-paris);  (R) Anthocharis cardamines (Orange-tip),  

Friar’s Den, Scone Palace, 8 May 2017  
© A. Martin 
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This is a newly recorded site for Herb-paris. It is a rare plant in Perthshire and recording by the 
BSBI indicates declines in Scotland. Small in number as the Perthshire locations may be, they 
are a stronghold for the species in Scotland. 
There is a pond at the bottom of the Den with Alisma plantago-aquatica (Water-plantain) and 
where Butomus umbellatus (Flowering-rush) has been planted and spread.  

Alistair Godfrey 

4. Alva and Tillicoultry  Thursday, 11th May  
(Joint meeting with the Botanical Society of Scotland, for their Urban Plants Project) 

Our small group met at the deserted Alva Glen car park on a fine sunny day. We admired the 
view of the hills to the north, home to the beautiful Lychnis viscaria (Sticky Catchfly), but on 
this occasion, as it was primarily an urban meeting, we turned in the direction of the small town 
of Alva.  

We walked alongside the burn in our first 1 km square, examining the flora by the water, by the 
road and on several derelict sites. This limited area proved to be remarkably rich in plant life, 
yielding 100 species. Ceterach officinarum [= Asplenium ceterach] (Rustyback) was just 
hanging on although its main site had been destroyed by wall repairs. A range of native species 
was present including plentiful Allium ursinum (Ramsons) together with neophytes including 
Berberis darwinii, Aquilegia vulgaris and Leycesteria formosa.  
We treated ourselves to a snack lunch in a rather hidden cafe and then proceeded to the western 
tetrad (2 km square). There were some interesting plants growing on walls, including Corydalis 
cheilanthifolia (Fern-leaved Corydalis) and Lonicera pileata (Box-leaved Honeysuckle). For a 
small town, Alva has a remarkably large park, which was hosting a funfair, fortunately not in 
operation when we were there. Some areas were dull but the strip along the wall was good and 
we debated the Myosotis (Forget-me-not) species, concluding that they were M. arvensis and 
M. discolor. Over 70 taxa were noted here. 
Later in the afternoon we ventured a few miles east to Tillicoultry, where we spent a useful half-
hour. We walked alongside the burn that runs through the town and then crept though a hole in a 
fence to visit a large derelict area, presumably a former industrial site. There was profusion of 
Fragaria vesca (Strawberry) plants and an unusual Saxifrage presumably of garden origin. 
Sedum spurium (Caucasian Stonecrop) was also present. In all 80 species were found in our short 
visit to Tillicoultry, bringing a successful trip to an end. 

Brian Ballinger 

5. St Magdalene’s Hill, Perth  Wednesday, 17th May 

On an evening visit, six of us recorded at total of 90 plants, some just coming into flower. 
Alchemilla xanthochlora (Intermediate Lady’s-mantle) and Carex caryophyllea (Spring-sedge), 
less common plants on this site, flower at this time. Conopodium majus (Pignut) was coming into 
flower too; its small, umbellate white-petalled flowers and finely-divided leaves make this a 
most attractive plant of woodland and grassland. 
Four species of Dryopteris fern were recorded east of the summit. Where one type of fern grows, 
others often share the habitat and a search is worthwhile to locate what might not be immediately 
obvious. 
Ficaria verna subspecies verna (Lesser Celandine) was identifiable by the vegetative tubers in 
the leaf axils; the tubers form and develop during flowering. Few or no fertile seeds are 
produced, instead the plant reproduces largely by this clonal method. 
F. verna subsp. verna is a tetraploid, having a double set of chromosomes. The diploid F. verna 
subsp. fertilis is fully fertile and does not produce tubers in the leaf axils. A range of plants that 
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have experienced severe constraints in their reproduction 
in the past, due to environmental pressures, have adapted 
in a similar way to clonal growth; the diploid members 
are ancestral stock. The map (right) illustrates the 
distribution of the two subspecies: subsp. fertilis is 
represented by red circles ● and subsp. verna by black 
triangles ▲. While there is overlap, there is a clear 
preference for east and west for the subspecies at the 
extremities of their range. The data used in this map is 
the most recent from the Distribution Database of the 
Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland ©. 

Helianthemum nummularium (Common Rock-rose) is a 
feature of one part of this site where it grows among 
ants’ nests. 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta (Bluebell) our native and the 
garden escape Hyacinthoides x massartiana (Hybrid 
Bluebell [H. non-scripta x hispanica]) are growing 
together in woodland to the south of the summit. The 
hybrid is fertile and appears to be crossing with the 
native at this location. 

A hybrid between two natives was recorded in grassland 
beside a path: Rumex x pratensis. One plant of R. crispus (Curled Dock) was growing beside 
R. obtusifolius (Broad-leaved Dock) and the hybrid. It is a common hybrid in this genus. 

Alistair Godfrey 

6. Leacann an Dobhrain, Callander  Sunday, 21st May 

Liz Lavery, Jane Jones and Margaret Chapman met beyond the Bracklinn Falls, north of 
Callander to do some botanical recording in an area which had very few records (3), for the Atlas 
2020. In all, three monads were visited, NN6312, NN6313 and NN6314 and 162 records were 
collected. Not a great haul, but this was due to the rather uninspiring terrain of upland heath with 
marshy grassland. The main highlight of the day was finding Vaccinium oxycoccos (Cranberry) 
in two of the monads. The weather was also somewhat wet and miserable which resulted in 
rather wet people and notebooks. Not the best day of botanising, but you cannot expect sunshine 
every time in Scotland!!  

Jane Jones 

7. Glen Lednock, Comrie  Wednesday, 31st May 

Ten of us enjoyed a sunny day exploring an area of diverse flora around Sgorr Racaineach in 
Glen Lednock. We recorded 147 different kind of plants, species and subspecies. The plant list is 
typical of richer soils in Highland Perthshire around 300 m elevation, a contrast between drier 
acidic soils and flushed soils with a higher pH. Ten species of sedge span these habitats in the 
area we explored.  
Woodland scrub is present with self-sown Pinus sylvestris (Scots Pine), Betula pubescens 
(Downy Birch), Salix aurita (Eared Willow) and Salix cinerea subsp. oleifolia (Rusty Willow). 
Populus tremula (Aspen) and Juniperus communis subsp. communis (Common Juniper) are 
restricted to crags, and one bushy Ilex aquifolium (Holly) was found by a burn. Anemone 
nemorosa (Wood Anemone), Geranium sylvaticum (Wood Crane’s-bill), Hyacinthoides non-
scripta (Bluebell) and Primula vulgaris (Primrose) are members of remnant woodland cover. 
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Sedum anglicum (English Stonecrop) is a feature of Glen Lednock’s rocky outcrops. This plant 
has a distinctly western distribution in Britain and Ireland and the Glen Lednock area is its 
Perthshire stronghold. The west and east coast of Scotland is joined by a narrow band of 
scattered populations from the Firth of Clyde, across the Campsie Fells, Ochils and Sidlaws to 
the Firth of Tay. 
We took advantage of a hill track to ease the journey. We passed Polygala serpyllifolia (Heath 
Milkwort) and I was shown a specimen by Sheila Sadd, who claimed it to be Polygala vulgaris 
(Common Milkwort). I peremptorily dismissed this as P. serpyllifolia. Eric Pryde too claimed it 
was P. vulgaris and after having a closer inspection, I agreed that they were correct and we 
found more plants along the edge of the track.  
Two Polygala vulgaris subspecies are recognised in Britain and Ireland, but Sell & Murrell 
(2009) say “All our plants are referable to subspecies vulgaris.” Most recording has avoided 
subspecies. At species level there is a particular affinity for the North and South Downs, the 
Chilterns, Peak District and Teesdale. In Scotland, strongholds are the Hebrides and along the 
north coast; elsewhere, populations are fairly widespread. Inland, the Tay-Tummel-Garry 
corridor picks out a particular pattern, an observation made in the Flora of Perthshire (1898). 
The vegetation changed at a broad opening, the bealach with Crappich Hill and from there we 
followed a slope with flushes that give rise to a burn. In these flushes, one plant of Orchis 
mascula (Early-purple Orchid) was seen, and Ranunculus auricomus (Goldilocks Buttercup) at 
two locations. 
The range of species was interesting, which provided the BSBI with records for what had been 
an unrecorded tetrad and a contribution by the party to Atlas 2020. 

 
(L) Carex caryophyllea (Spring-sedge)  (R) Drosera rotundifolia (Round-leaved Sundew),  

Glen Lednock, 31 May 2017 
© Sheila Sadd 

Alistair Godfrey 

8. Huntly Wood, Longforgan  Wednesday, 7th June 

Sandy Edwards and Joanna Thomas joined myself for an exploration of this Woodland Trust 
property, as it fell within a tetrad that I had earmarked for Atlas coverage and as I had 
remembered it as having quite botanically productive clear-fell areas and rides on a visit some 
years ago. As it turned out the wood was so uninteresting that we did not dwell too long there, 
faced with the prospect of a fine, precious evening spent in a dark pole-stage plantation. We 
possibly did not get as far as any more interesting areas within it. 
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Outside the wood, the track along its southern boundary bordered cultivated fields and yielded a 
few common agricultural weeds, such as Fumaria muralis subsp. boroei (Common Ramping-
fumitory) and Euphorbia helioscopia (Sun Spurge), which is never common in vice-county 89, 
having only just fallen off the bottom of the Rare Plant Register list for East Perthshire. A field 
edge had a flowering group of Allium schoenoprasum (Chives). A commercial crop of this was 
growing a couple of fields away, so its origin was clear.  
The roadside to the north-west, with its hedgerows and destination of Marl Mire, seemed more 
promising, and so we set off along it, finding a range of common naturalised species such as 
Aconitum napellus (Monkshood), Hypericum androsaemum (Tutsan), Pulmonaria officinalis 
(Lungwort), Rosa spinosissima (Burnet Rose) in the hedgerow and Tellima grandiflora 
(Fringecups). The latter turned out to be all through the Marl Mire, which was planted with trees 
and largely lacking in mire species, apart from in the very wettest area, where there was some 
Nasturtium officinale agg. (Watercress) and Chrysosplenium oppositifolium (Opposite-leaved 
Golden-saxifrage). The most interesting feature was a tall, tufted grass that still remains to be 
identified.  

The botanical quality of the evening was not high, but records were collected for the Atlas and it 
was a fine early-summer evening with Yellowhammers singing from the hedgerow trees and, as 
such, very enjoyable.  

Martin Robinson 

9. Rannoch Station  Saturday, 24th June 

On this day, ten of us arrived at Rannoch Station to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
founding of the Society. There seemed to be no better place to celebrate than the wilds of 
Rannoch Moor that probably has changed little since the railway line and station opened in 1894. 
Our party included Ian Mackay of the Photographic Section and he provided us with a few tips at 
the start. 

We recorded 85 species, including two mosses, in a number of different habitats. The star plant 
had to be Scheuchzeria palustris (Rannoch-rush). Remains of this species have been recovered 
from peat at several sites in Britain, but in Ireland had a much-restricted distribution. Its spread 
followed periods of increased rainfall in the post-glacial period, reaching a maximum about 
3,000 years ago at the onset of the Iron Age, associated with growth of peat bogs (Godwin, 
1975). Its demise in Britain and Ireland progressed through the 19th century, including Methven 
Moss, where it was discovered in 1833 and last recorded in 1874. The species is now restricted 
to the Rannoch Moor area in the vice-counties of Mid-Perthshire and Argyll, where it was 
discovered first in 1912. 
Two constant associates are Carex lasiocarpa (Slender Sedge) and C. limosa (Bog-sedge). After 
pointing out their characteristics, members of the party were happily identifying them around the 
pool of the first site. Eleven species of sedge were recorded in our first area, including Carex 
dioica (Dioecious Sedge), C. pulicaris (Flea Sedge), C. canescens (White Sedge) and 
C. pauciflora (Few-flowered Sedge). The first two indicate some calcareous enrichment, which 
appears to be a requirement of Scheuchzeria. It is found in shallow or relatively shallow pools 
where there is a flow and not in static water where conditions are acidic. The last two grow in 
more acidic conditions. C. pauciflora is associated with sphagnum, a small sedge whose glumes 
turned yellow in late-season spread out as if to say “look at me!” 

Our second site lay between the main track and the Dubh Lochan with an interesting range of 
species; Arenaria serpyllifolia (Thyme-leaved Sandwort), Botrychium lunaria (Moonwort) 
Conopodium majus (Pignut), Linum catharticum (Fairy Flax) and Scutellaria galericulata 
(Skullcap). The shallows of the loch attracted photographic attention with Lobelia dortmanna 
(Water Lobelia), Nuphar pumila (Least Water-lily) and Nymphaea alba (White Water-lily). 
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Our final site was another for Scheuchzeria, where it is joined by Vaccinium oxycoccos 
(Cranberry) and Veronica scutellata (Marsh Speedwell). The spiny Genista anglica (Petty Whin) 
with its small, yellow flowers was spread along the ridge of a nearby drumlin. 
We retired to the Rannoch Station Tearoom for a fine refreshment in warmth, comfort and in 
good company. 

 
(L) Scheuchzeria palustris (Rannoch-rush) detail;   

(R) Nuphar pumila (Least Water-lily),  
Rannoch Station, 24 June 2017 

© Ian Mackay 

Alistair Godfrey 

10. Logierait  Saturday, 1st July  
(Joint meeting with the Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland) 

 
PSNS/BSBI joint beginners’ field meeting, Logierait, 1 July 2017.  

© Faith Anstey  

This meeting was promoted as specifically for beginners/improvers to learn ID skills. The venue 
was chosen as having a plentiful variety of common species from different families. In the event, 
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there was so much to study that we spent all our time around the car park – in time-honoured 
botanical fashion! – and along the vc89 bank of the Tummel. 

There were nine participants with three leaders (Faith Anstey, Eric Pryde and Lynnette 
Borradaile). Only a few were already members of the BSBI and/or the PSNS, but by the end it 
looked likely that several more might join one or both and all expressed the utmost keenness to 
attend more field meetings and botanical workshops. The participants were mainly younger 
people whose jobs and interests would be enhanced by a better understanding of how to ID 
plants for themselves, rather than simply hearing them labelled by an expert. 
We started, therefore, with an ‘exercise’ in the car park. Two members of the Fabaceae were 
offered for study, special attention being drawn to the features that distinguish that family. Then 
the participants spread out to find more examples of this family for themselves. Six more 
Fabaceae species were found altogether, and people really got quite excited about being able to 
recognise the family without much expert help. Most had a copy of the writer’s Pocket Guide to 
Wildflower Families, enabling them to follow a flowchart and find a brief family description, to 
verify their decision.  
They then used various field guides (mostly Francis Rose’s The Wild Flower Key and David 
Streeter’s Collins Wild Flower Guide) to key out to species level. The exercise was repeated with 
the Asteraceae, attacked with equal enthusiasm. These two families were chosen for their 
ubiquity, but also for the complexity of their flowers, which often confuse beginners. 
We then moved towards the river. Everyone was encouraged simply to spot plants they couldn’t 
identify and use the same methods as before – finding the family first. The leaders helped by 
pointing out new species, giving hints and tips, then verifying successful identifications. The 
feeling of achievement was, I believe, what generated such enthusiasm and led to all the 
participants being very keen to pursue their botanical studies.  

Faith Anstey 

11. Berry Hill, Bankfoot  Wednesday, 5th July 

This site is on the south-facing slopes of the Highland Boundary Fault between Little Glenshee 
and Glen Garr. It appears never to have been trodden by a botanist before our arrival of six, 
because like the Glen Lednock site there were no records for this tetrad.  
There have been recent changes on this estate with the excavation of several ponds and tree 
planting. We engaged an employee of the estate as he passed by on his quad bike when we were 
sat having our ‘pieces’. We were told that while the new owner was managing for some sport, 
his aims were more in the interest of wildlife, which he liked sharing with others. We 
appreciated the quid pro quo of this arrangement. 
Our first interest was taken by Lythrum portula (Water-purslane) that was coming into flower 
and covering several square metres of a fresh scrape. This species has undergone a slight decline 
in Britain and Ireland, probably due in part to the loss of opportunistic openings as it requires 
shallow water. Another newly excavated pond yielded possible Potamogeton pusillus (Lesser 
Pondweed) and the margins provide an attractive habitat for a range of plants, including Silene 
flos-cuculi (Ragged-Robin). 
Trifolium hybridum (Alsike Clover) was growing beside the pond, probably from seed disturbed 
in the soil. It is a relict of cultivation, once used as a fodder. Now, it is passed over for T. repens 
(White Clover) but the infloresence is branched and the petals flushed pink, like T. pratense (Red 
Clover). It is a distinct species and not ‘hybridum’ as the mix of characters might suggest. 
Curiously, despite their use in grass mixtures, clovers contain a number of compounds that are 
toxic to grazing animals. 
A tall plant in rows I was not able to identify was Helianthus tuberosus (Jerusalem Artichoke). 
We were told that it is grown for pheasant cover. I thought this was a novel use, but have 
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discovered since that it is a recommended practice and appears to have been so for some time. 
There are a considerable number of records in the BSBI database; the comments available 
indicate rubbish tips are a common habitat. 
Heath occupies higher ground where Lycopodium clavatum (Stag’s-horn Clubmoss) was 
recorded at two locations. The most botanically interesting area was an area of Juncus 
acutiflorus (Sharp-flowered Rush) rush-pasture, with a patch of Salix aurita (Eared Willow) and 
Briza media (Quaking-grass), Crepis paludosa (Marsh Hawk’s-beard), Dactylorhiza fuchsii 
(Common Spotted-orchid), Equisetum sylvaticum (Wood Horsetail), Filipendula ulmaria 
(Meadowsweet), Geum rivale (Water Avens), Persicaria vivipara (Alpine Bistort) and Primula 
vulgaris (Primrose). 
We concluded our excursion at Loch Tullybelton where I had seen water-lilies in winter and had 
been confident in identifying them from leaves I had retrieved by counting pairs of veins 
emanating from the mid-ribs. We found Nuphar lutea (Yellow Water-lily) and Nymphaea alba 
(White Water-lily) in flower. In winter I thought I had found Nuphar x spenneriana (Hybrid 
Water-lily); the hybrid between the species here and the species at the Dubh Lochan on Rannoch 
Moor. I had missed Nymphaea alba altogether; however, I was pleased with the results. The 
party recorded 143 taxa, a good day’s work and another contribution to Atlas 2020.  

Recent research has revised views on morphological differences between the three Nuphar taxa. 
Using immature leaves of N. lutea may lead to the wrong identification. A newly-published 
paper provides useful assessments of the taxa (Lansdown et al. (2018) BSBI News, 137). 

Alistair Godfrey 

12. Perth Lade  Tuesday 18th July  
(Joint meeting with the Botanical Society of Scotland and Dundee Naturalists’ Society) 

This evening excursion was devoted to the flora and other wildlife of the Perth Lade. It was 
organised jointly by the Dundee Naturalists’ Society and the Botanical Society of Scotland to 
contribute to the BSS Urban Flora project, and was also advertised to PSNS members. Perth 
Town Lade is of considerable antiquity, in existence by the 12th century, when it was used to 
drive watermills, as a water supply and as a defensive moat for the city.  

Over a dozen members of the three societies gathered in the nearby Asda car park on a warm 
sunny evening and made their way to a point about mid-way along the Lade. As plant recording 
was the primary objective, in two hours we covered less than 800 metres of the Lade’s total 7 km 
length.  

Nevertheless, more than 100 vascular plant species were noted, a mixture of natives and 
introductions (not counting planted specimens), even though we were not able to reach some 
plants seen in the waterway to identify them. Along the banks, Epilobium hirsutum (Great 
Willowherb) was prominent and Solanum dulcamara (Bittersweet) was frequent. Geranium 
species seen included G. dissectum (Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill) and G. molle (Dove’s-foot Cranes-
bill). The white stars of Stellaria graminea (Lesser Stitchwort) shone out, and Solidago 
canadensis (Canadian goldenrod) was growing in several places. A single plant of Triticum 
aestivum (Wheat) was surely evidence of someone scattering bird-seed.  

Some less welcome invasive non-native plants were present, including Heracleum 
mantegazzianum (Giant Hogweed) and Impatiens glandulifera (Indian Balsam), but fortunately 
not in any quantity. One plant of Heracleum sphondylium (Common Hogweed) seemed to have 
atypical characteristics, and we speculated that it might be a hybrid with its giant cousin, but 
reached no final conclusion.  

As usual, plants were not the only wildlife interest. A local had warned that the Lade had “rats as 
big as cats” and we watched a rat close to the path for several minutes, feeding on grass seeds 
amongst the Phalaris arundinacea (Reed Canary-grass). Disappointingly, it was no larger than a 
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very small kitten. A tree bumblebee Bombus hypnorum, scarce in the area, was in a good 
position for photography, feeding on flowers of Rubus fruticosus (Bramble). 14 bird species 
were identified, including juvenile moorhens, and a willow warbler possibly feeding a youngster.  

Colin McLeod & Brian Ballinger  

13. Lassintullich limestone pavement, Schiehallion  Saturday, 29th July 

Eight of us gathered at the entrance to Lassintullich Forest on an overcast grey morning. The 
Forestry Commission had very kindly given us permission to drive one car up the forest road; 
Alistair ferried us the first 2 km while Bert took his bike, then we walked the last 500 metres 
onto the site. The area we wanted to look at was planted by FC in 1966 with Pinus contorta 
(Lodgepole Pine), Picea sitchensis (Sitka Spruce) and a small area, 0.4 hectares, of Pinus 
sylvestris (Scots Pine). The area (approx.. 250x700 metres) was felled between June 2010 and 
June 2011 and cleared using a harvester/forwarder. Machines were on site in 2013 piling up the 
harvesting residue and these piles were burnt in August 2015, leaving many stumps to decay 
away naturally. The site is being actively managed to restore areas of limestone pavement with 
well developed clints (flat limestone blocks) and grikes (deep narrow fissures), limestone cliffs 
and open calcareous grassland. The edge of the forest is bounded by the Schiehallion SSSI to the 
east and south. First notified in 1955 and re-notified in 1983 (almost 20 years after the forest was 
planted), the SSSI boundary appears to have been drawn along the forest edge when the natural 
contour boundary of the SSSI would include Lassintullich Forest. 

We entered the area where a 
beautiful stream runs over and 
through flat, limestone rocks with 
rich calcareous grassland and flushes 
on either side of the narrow burn. 
Here we found wetter flushes with 
abundant Saxifraga aizoides (Yellow 
Saxifrage), Triglochin palustris 
(Marsh Arrowgrass) and Eleocharis 
quinqueflora (Few-flowered Spike-

rush) and several sedges including 
Carex pulicaris (Flea Sedge) and 
C. dioica (Dioecious Sedge). Alistair spotted a tiny plant of Isolepis setacea (Bristle Club-rush) 
in the stream. Helianthemum nummularium (Common Rock-rose), Thymus polytrichus (Wild 
Thyme) and delicate white flowers of Linum catharticum (Fairy Flax) were frequent in relatively 
short turf with the calcicole grass Helictotrichon pubescens [= Avenula pubescens] (Downy Oat-
grass); all are indicators of calcareous grassland (National Vegetation Classification type CG10). 
Three Alchemilla species were recorded beside the stream: A. alpina (Alpine Lady’s-mantle), 

(Above) Lassintullich view south to 
Schiehallion;  

(Right) View north, showing fell and 
limestone outcrops,  
29 July 2017  
© Bert Barnett  



PSNS Botanical Section Bulletin No. 40 – 2017 

www.psns.org.uk Scottish Charity No. SC012718 15

A. glabra (Smooth Lady’s-mantle) and A. filicaulis subsp. vestita (Common Lady’s mantle). 
Briza media (Quaking-grass) and Festuca vivipara (Viviparous Sheep’s-fescue) were frequent 
here and in other areas of calcareous grassland. Euphrasia agg. (Eyebright) (at least three 
species) were dotted around in the grass. We spent a while exploring this fascinating habitat, 
retreating to the shelter of conifer trees on the east side of the burn for lunch, to escape from a 
shower of rain and a biting north wind, more like March than July.  
A little warmer and refuelled we set off across 
recently-felled ground to the limestone outcrops which 
cross the site in a number of bands. We climbed to the 
top of the most southern outcrop where we found two 
small colonies of the beautiful white-flowered northern 
form of Autumn Gentian, Gentianella amarella subsp. 
septentrionalis growing with Ranunculus bulbosus 
(Bulbous Buttercup) in short grass, pretty spikes of 
Persicaria vivipara (Alpine Bistort) and wiry clumps 
of Carex pilulifera (Pill Sedge) and patches of yellow 
saxifrage. Also in this area and on other limestone 
bands to the north were numerous plants of the rare 
upland sedge C. capillaris (Hair Sedge); less than 
10 cm tall, it was only visible because of the fragile 
flower-stalks nodding in the wind. We headed over to 
the limestone pavement areas and small cliffs on the 
west side covered in rockrose, patches of wild thyme 
and stiff glaucous leaves of another oat-grass, 
Helictotrichon pratense [= Avenula pratensis] 
(Meadow Oat-grass), plentiful in crevices in the cliff. 
Joanna, Jeff and Alistair found a few plants of Rubus 
saxatilis (Stone Bramble) while exploring the cliff 
crevices.  
The grikes were fascinating too, the deep cracks providing shelter for plants normally found in 
woodland such as Geranium robertianum (Herb-Robert) and Mercurialis perennis (Dog’s 
Mercury) with thyme, seedling Sorbus aucuparia (Rowan) and ferns, Polystichum aculeatum 
(Hard Shield-fern) and Dryopteris filix-mas (Male Fern), D. cambrensis (Scaly Male-fern) and 
the montane Asplenium viride (Green Spleenwort). Other ferns found during our ramblings were 
Gymnocarpium dryopteris (Oak Fern), Phegopteris connectilis (Beech Fern), Asplenium 
adiantum-nigrum (Black Spleenwort) (by the stream) and Cystopteris fragilis (Brittle Bladder-
fern). We also came across two low spreading Juniperus communis (Juniper) bushes.  

We concentrated on the most interesting limestone areas but much of the site is recovering from 
tree-felling and is colonised by early invaders such as Epilobium brunnescens (New Zealand 
Willowherb), Digitalis purpurea (Foxglove), Chamerion angustifolium (Rosebay Willowherb) 
and various thistles. A few stray sheep were seen in the distance and the sward height over most 
of the limestone area appeared to be just about right. We walked back to the car after an 
excellent day botanising limestone habitats surprisingly rich in species, an area which should 
improve with time as the felled area returns to grassland. Over 130 species were recorded from 
Lassintullich.  

Liz Lavery 

14. Carsebreck Loch  Wednesday, 2nd August 

Four of us met on a wet evening and we were pleased when the rain lifted soon after the 
excursion got underway. Impressive tussocks of Carex paniculata (Greater Tussock-sedge) line 

Gentianella amarella subsp. septentrionalis, 
Lassintullich, 29 July 2017  
© Bert Barnett 
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the channel from Upper Rhynd Loch near the north entrance to 
the Carsebreck. At the channel exit from the loch there is a 
palette of different coloured flowers above the green of sedge 
and Juncus acutiflorus (Sharp-flowered Rush). Shades of white 
are added by Achillea ptarmica (Sneezewort), Angelica sylvestris 
(Wild Angelica) and Filipendula ulmaria (Meadowsweet), 
contrasting with the purple of Stachys palustris (Marsh 
Woundwort). 

Mimulus guttatus (Monkeyflower) in the channel invited 
discussion. This North American arrival has yellow, bellow-
shaped flowers with red spots at the throat of the tube where two 
raised processes more or less close it off. M. luteus from Chile 
(Blood-drop-emlets) hybridises with its northern counterpart in Britain. M. x robertsii (Hybrid 
Monkeyflower) has reddish splodges on the lower lobe of the flower and the throat is not 
constricted. The hybrid is usually sterile, but should not be confused with M. guttatus before it 
sets seed. Nothing suggested hybridisation in what we saw and we agreed on M. guttatus. 

A Water-cress also invited discussion. Nasturtium x sterile (N. officinale x microphyllum) 
(Hybrid Water-cress) can be difficult to identify. The first parent in the preceding combination 
has seeds in a double row within each side of the pod-like fruit, and the other has seeds in a 
single row within each side of the fruit. N. microphyllum may not be fully fertile, but the hybrid 
is only partially fertile with few viable seeds set. Examination in the field revealed seeds in a 
double row, but at home using a microscope, all fruit were seen to possess few fertile seeds; 
aborted seeds were small, some distorted. These indicated hybridisation. 
Lower-lying vegetation includes Potentilla palustris [= Comarum palustre] (Marsh Cinquefoil). 
Lotus pedunculatus (Greater Bird’s-foot-trefoil) forms a broad margin between the channel and 
grass on drier ground. Carex hirta (Hairy Sedge) lies just beyond and almost concealed by grass. 
The fruit of this sedge are yellow and hairy; the leaves are also hairy, which is uncommon in 
sedges.  
Caltha palustris (Marsh-marigold) and Juncus articulatus (Jointed Rush) find a place at the edge 
of the loch. Eleocharis palustris (Common Spike-rush) and Equisetum fluviatile (Water 
Horsetail) grow in shallow water in places. E. fluviatile and E. arvense (Field Horsetail) 
hybridise; E. x litorale (Shore Horsetail) grows around the channel leading into the loch. This 
hybrid looks pretty much a mix of both parents. The internal central canal of its main shoot is 
about half the shoot’s diameter; much less than the central canal of E. fluviatile and much more 
than that of E. arvense. 
Carex rostrata (Bottle Sedge) graces the edge of the loch with its tall, glaucous leaves and a little 
farther back are patches of Epilobium hirsutum (Great Willowherb), Iris pseudacorus (Yellow 
Iris), Sparganium erectum (Branched Bur-reed), Stachys palustris (Marsh Woundwort) and 
Phalaris arundinacea (Reed Canary-grass). 
Lemna minor (Common Duckweed) floats on water at the edge of the loch and just visible of a 
similar size growing in the substrate of the shallows is Elatine hydropiper (Eight-stamened 
Waterwort). How aquatic annuals manage to complete their life-cycle completely submerged is 
quite amazing. 
Zannichellia palustris (Horned Pondweed) grows at a similar depth, producing a few grass-like 
leaves and small, horn-shaped fruit. Callitriche hermaphroditica (Autumnal Water-starwort) 
grows at a similar depth. Its yellow fruit are paired on each side of the axils of dark green, 
regularly spaced leaves, the yellow colour of the fruit providing a strong contrast. 
C. hermaphroditica also grows in sheets with Potamogeton pusillus (Lesser Pondweed) [subject 
to determination] and Chara globularis [subject to determination] in slightly deeper water. 
Charophytes are related to algae and their structure like a scaled-down horsetail. 
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Broken shoots of P. perfoliatus (Perfoliate Pondweed) and Elodea canadensis (Canadian 
Waterweed) float with debris at the edge of the loch. These were not rooted and are presumed to 
grow in deeper water. Rooted in the substrate near the debris is Myriophyllum spicatum (Spiked 
Water-milfoil). Its leaves in whorls of four are stiffer than those of M. alterniflorum (Alternate 
Water-milfoil) and a shiny green often on reddish shoots. On M. spicatum, small flowers are 
produced in whorls on short, aerial shoots; flowers are alternate on M. alterniflorum. 
Galeopsis bifida (Bifid Hemp-nettle) grows on the banks of Upper Rhynd Loch. These are good 
specimens with a distinct notch on the bottom of the lower petal of each flower and coloured 
pink throughout. G. tetrahit (Common Hemp-nettle) grows nearby for comparison. 
Passing on towards the edge of Carsebreck Loch, Joanna Thomas took us to a hollow where 
Vaccinium oxycoccos (Cranberry) spreads in considerable quantity over low hummocks of 
Eriophorum vaginatum (Hare’s-tail Cottongrass). Viola lutea (Mountain Pansy) flowers in large 
numbers on the grassy ridges above.  
A fen has developed around the edge of Carsebreck Loch. Stony ground is flushed by mineral-
enriched water and little pools form in places. Around the pools, white petals of tall Parnassia 
palustris (Grass-of-Parnassus) seem to glow in dim light. Eriophorum latifolium (Broad-leaved 
Cottongrass) grows in the fen, and the aptly-named Galium uliginosum (Fen Bedstraw). Its 
leaves end in an extended point, unlike the blunt tip of G. palustre (Marsh-bedstraw) seen 
earlier. A distinction in habitat is the tolerance of G. palustre to stagnant water around its roots. 
Several kinds of orchid were seen, not all in flower and included Dactylorhiza fuchsii (Common 
Spotted-orchid) and Dactylorhiza maculata subsp. ericetorum (Heath Spotted-orchid). Our 
botanical appetites were whetted for a return visit for a full day in 2018. 

Alistair Godfrey 

15. Sherriff Muir and Menstrie Glen  Saturday, 12th August 

Eight of us crammed into the new car park at Glen Tye Bridge on a very midgy still morning, 
Roy Sexton gave us a short briefing about the huge new forest planted by Tilhill on Jerah sheep 
farm and we set off at a brisk pace up the new forest road into the centre of the Ochil Hills. 
Fortunately a light breeze soon chased the midges away and the mist cleared revealing wonderful 
panoramic views as we gained height above the flat plain of Sheriff Muir. These open views will 
change over the next 30 years. 
Jerah sheep farm (approx. 1000 ha of improved and rough grazing) was sold to a forestry 
investor in 2013 and is managed by Tilhill Forestry for the buyer. Approximately 11.5 km of 
roads were built, ground prepared and over 400 ha planted with a total of 1.3 million trees 
between the go-ahead in January 2015 and June 2015. Species comprised 69% commercial 
conifers (Sitka spruce), 5% Douglas fir, 2% Norway spruce and 1% Scots pine, 21% native 
broadleaves and amenity species, the balance comprising designed open ground. This is one of 
the largest forest developments of recent years https://tilhillforestry.wordpress.com/tag/jerah.  

The new road network makes access from Sheriff Muir to Menstrie Glen and into this western 
end of the Ochil hills much easier for walkers, mountain bikers and for botanists. We walked up 
to where the main track crosses the watershed and begins to drop down towards the Third Inchna 
Burn, recording in three monads NN8301, NN8401 and NN8400. Joanna and Faith left us at 
lunchtime and spent the afternoon recording along the Old Wharry Burn and in old lime quarries, 
NN8301, where they made some of the best finds of the day. Before planting, the hill ground 
was mainly acid grassland with a small percentage of marshy grassland, mixed heathland and 
blanket bog. Deciduous trees occur along the Menstrie Burn and its tributaries, and dense 
bracken has spread over the lower hillsides in Menstrie Glen.  
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Weed species such as willowherbs, thistles and ragwort were frequent in disturbed ground, both 
on trackside and ploughed areas. Of note was Rorippa palustris (Marsh Yellow-cress) found in 
several wet ditch areas beside the track and small clumps of Spergularia rubra (Sand Spurrey) 
on the dry track. Glyceria declinata (Small Sweet-grass), G. fluitans (Floating Sweet-grass) and 
Isolepis setacea (Bristle Club-rush) were recorded in damp areas beside the road, and a single 
patch of bright blue Viola lutea (Mountain Pansy) by the entrance gate. A total of 88 species 
were recorded at Jerah in NN8301, 63 species in NN8401 and 98 species in NN8400.  

Outstanding finds by Joana and Faith along the Wharry Burn and in old cornstone workings, 
outside the new forest boundary, were Dactylorhiza maculata (Heath Spotted-orchid), Linum 
catharticum (Fairy Flax), the lovely Parnassia palustris (Grass-of-Parnassus), Menyanthes 
trifoliata (Bogbean) and several clumps of Saxifraga hypnoides (Mossy Saxifrage). They 
recorded 52 species in NN8301.  

Liz Lavery. 

16. Dumbarnie Links   Saturday, 26th August 

Dumbarnie Links lies between Lower Largo and Elie on the south coast of Fife. This is an area 
of dunes with a large area behind them of old dunes and dune slacks. We started at Lower Largo 
and went along the old railway line which produced a good number of plants, including 
Hippophae rhamnoides (Sea-Buckthorn), Malva moschata (Musk Mallow), M. neglecta (Dwarf 
Mallow), Diplotaxis tenuifolia (Rocket), some large clumps of Anagallis arvensis (Scarlet 
Pimpernel), Rosa caesia hybrids, Centaurea scabiosa (Greater Knapweed) and, on the beach, 
Salsola kali (Saltwort), Cakile maritima (Sea Rocket) and four Orache species: Atriplex littorale, 
A. patula, A. laciniata and A. prostrata. 

 
Botanising the old railway, Dumbarnie Links, 26 August 2017  

© A. Edwards 

On the large grassy area on the Dumbarnie Links it was exciting to see Gentianella amarella 
(Autumn Gentian) accompanied by the northern white form G. amarella subsp. septentrionalis. 
Also a good display of Parnassia palustris (Grass-of-Parnassus), some clumps of Cynoglossum 
officinale (Hound’s-Tongue) and a patch of Leontodon saxatilis (Lesser Hawkbit). 
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(L)  Gentianella amarella (Autumn Gentian);   (R) G. amarella subsp. septentrionalis,   

Dumbarnie Links, 26 August 2017  
© A. Edwards 

Between the two monads, over 150 records were made.  
Sandy Edwards 

17. St Magdalene’s Hill, Perth  Wednesday, 3rd January 2018  

The 2018 New Year Plant Hunt, our contribution to the national survey organised by the 
Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (http://bsbi.org/new-year-plant-hunt), was very 
successful, finding 14 plant species in flower on St Magdalene’s Hill and adjacent Craigie Hill 
on the outskirts of Perth. Plants producing the largest number of flowers were Gorse and 
Groundsel. Five of the species were represented by only one flower each. The Dandelion belongs 
to Section Hamata. Our list follows:  

Bellis perennis (Daisy); Cardamine hirsuta (Hairy Bitter-cress); Cytisus scoparius (Broom); 
Lamium album (White Dead-nettle); L. maculatum (Spotted Dead-nettle); L. purpureum (Red 
Dead-nettle); Polygonum aviculare (Knotgrass); Potentilla sterilis (Barren Strawberry); 
Ranunculus repens (Creeping Buttercup); Senecio vulgaris (Groundsel); Stellaria graminea 
(Lesser Stitchwort); S. media (Common Chickweed); Taraxacum agg. (Dandelion); Ulex 
europaeus (Gorse).  

 
New Year Plant Hunt participants, St Magdalene’s Hill, 3 January 2018 

© David Merrie 

Alistair Godfrey 
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BBC Radio Scotland Out of Doors at Birks of Aberfeldy  
As part of the Society’s 150th anniversary celebrations, 
members of the Botanical Section appeared on BBC Radio 
Scotland’s ‘Out of Doors’ programme broadcast on 
Saturday 6th May, which was then available on the BBC 
iPlayer for the following month. The interviews were 
recorded at the Birks of Aberfeldy on 3rd May, and 
presenter Mark Stephen was particularly taken by Dr Leslie 
Tucker’s exposition of taraxacology, the study of 
Dandelions, and to learn that there are 200 different 
varieties of them.  
 

Recording BBC Radio Scotland Out of Doors, Birks of Aberfeldy, 3 May 2018 
© Martin Robinson 

Alistair Godfrey 

The Plant Families Workshops  
In 2012 the BSBI launched an ‘outreach initiative’ which resulted, in Scotland, in the Plant 
Families Workshops being started in 2013. This was their working title because the idea was to 
introduce beginners to plant identification by ‘finding the family first’, rather than plunging 
straight in to try and pin down a species.  

It was important that students get lots of hands-on experience, so four or five tutors were 
recruited for each one-day workshop, including many PSNS members. The workshops owe a 
great portion of their success to these people, who were appreciatively described in all the 
evaluations as ‘keen’, ‘knowledgeable’, ‘approachable’, ‘encouraging’ and ‘professional’. Their 
brief was to resist ‘telling the students the answers’; instead they helped the students to follow 
the worksheets, flowcharts and keys provided, in order to do the identification for themselves. 

We are now into our sixth season, running two or three workshops every year in different parts 
of Scotland. Details appear on the BSBI website https://bsbi.org/scotland. Participants tend to be 
quite young, and mostly employed at or volunteering in plant-related work. Even those with 
degrees in, for example, plant science or environmental studies have been offered very little to 
help them identify native plants accurately in the field. Yet there is a huge demand for this, in 
environmental surveys, biological recording, conservation volunteering, guided walks by rangers 
and so on. 
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Participants from Plant Families Workshop at Logie Kirk Hall visiting Stirling University Campus,  

May 2016 
© Faith Anstey 

At times, we had to fight the entrenched ‘dinosaur’ brigade, who objected to botany being 
‘popularised’ (would you believe?) but happily we had firm support in high places at the BSBI 
and the workshops go from strength to strength. We now hold associated field meetings and 
workshops are run in other areas by local botanical experts. Last year a second-level workshop 
was added by request, for identifying 20 common grasses, and this has proved equally popular. 
For next year, my mind is turning to sedges… 

Faith Anstey 

Section Bulletin and PSNS publications  
The online archive of Botanical Section Bulletins has been moved to the new PSNS website, and 
is now available at www.psns.org.uk/psns-history. The spreadsheet index of nearly 400 
excursion locations can also be found here. Other PSNS publications are also available to 
download as searchable text, including well over 2300 pages of the Society’s Journal (originally 
titled Transactions & Proceedings), containing a wealth of information about the Society and the 
natural history of Perthshire and beyond from the period 1909–1991. Further volumes are being 
scanned and will appear online in due course.  

Bulletin Editor:  Colin R. McLeod  

Colin.McLeod@SNH.gov.uk  


